
 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Mayfield is growing! 
 
I am delighted to confirm that once again we have been overwhelmed with applications for entry into Year 
R, 3 and 7 and remain heavily oversubscribed. For September 2019, we have the following admission events 
planned and would be grateful if you could circulate these on your social networks: 
 

 3rd October 2018 from 5.30pm – open afternoon for Primary (entry into Years R and 3) 

 3rd October 2018 from 6.30pm- open evening for Seniors (entry into Year 7) 

 From 8th October – bookable* personalised tours of the school for entry into Years 3 and 7 

 From 29th October – bookable* personalised tours of the school for entry into Year R 
 
*Email our admissions team on admissions@mayfield.portsmouth.sch.uk to book a personalised tour during 
the school day. 
 
Special Educational Needs Update 
 
Are you a parent/carer of a child that has special educational needs and/or disability?  Are you aware of the 
Portsmouth Local Offer?  This is a website that has been put together by parents/carers and Portsmouth City 
Council to help you find what is available in the area for those with Special Education Needs or Disabilities 
(ages 0-25) and how to access a variety of services.  For more information, please follow this link: 
http://www.portsmouthlocaloffer.org/.  Mayfield School also has a statutory responsibility to let 
parents/carers know what we can provide for our pupils with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities.  For 
further information on this follow this link: http://mayfield.portsmouth.sch.uk/about-us/sen.  If you require 
any information regarding SEND please contact Mrs Erika Anders, SENCO at 
AndersE@mayfield.portsmouth.sch.uk. 
 
Summer Reading Challenge 
 
The Primary Section is delighted to be supporting the annual Summer Reading Challenge again this summer.  
This year’s Challenge is called the Mischief Makers, inspired by the much-loved children's title Beano, which 
celebrates its 80th anniversary this year. The aim is for children to read at least six books over the summer 
holidays to keep their reading skills ticking over while they are away from school. 
 
Mrs Sheppard and Mrs Hall are organising a special Reward Tea in September for all of the children who 
complete the Reading Challenge and bring their certificates in.  Each child will also be awarded 30 Achievement 
Points if for successfully completing the Challenge.  You can sign up for the Reading Challenge at your local 
library from Saturday 14th July onwards. 
 
Uniform 
 
We are proud of our uniform and how smart our pupils look when wearing it.  For more information about the 
uniform, especially guidance on shoes, please refer to the schools website 
https://mayfield.portsmouth.sch.uk/about-us/uniform  
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Jewellery and nails 
 
Please note that jewellery is restricted to one pair of earrings in the lobe of the ear.  Any additional jewellery 
may be confiscated and only returned at the end of the school day.  The school cannot accept responsibility 
for confiscated items. Please note that false nails are not permitted in school and nail varnish must be a ‘subtle 
and natural’ shade. 
 
Punctuality to school 
 
It is essential that pupils arrive on time to school.  Pupils who do not arrive on time may be given an 
unauthorised mark for morning registration.  If lateness is persistent and regular, we may seek to request a 
fixed penalty notice for non-attendance to school.  Pupils must be in school as follows: 
 
Years R to 4 at 8.45am Year 7 and 8 by 8.10am Years 9 to 11 by 8.40am 
 
Important changes to the Senior Section detention system 
 
As we continue to improve behaviour within the school, we will no longer be setting weekly detentions.  
Instead, if a pupil is removed from a lesson due to poor behaviour or truants a lesson they will receive a 
detention on the same day.  Parents will receive the following text for each behaviour incident during the day 
“I regret to inform you that (name) has been issued with a 30minute subject detention on (date)”.  Detentions 
will run from 3pm until 5pm.  It is the responsibility of the pupil to attend their detention in the IE room (119) 
in order to avoid further sanctions. 
 
Revision and revision guides 
We want all of our pupils to become resilient, resourceful and responsible learners who are capable of revising 
independently. To help all year 7-11 pupils achieve this we will be introducing them to the work of the Learning 
Scientists throughout the year. 
  
The Learning Scientists are a group of cognitive psychological scientists who through research have identified 
the six most effective learning strategies for pupils to practice. Throughout the year we will be introducing all 
year 7-11 pupils to these strategies, with an initial focus on ‘Retrieval Practice’ and ‘Spaced Practice’. More 
information on these strategies can be found on the revision section of our website 
(https://mayfield.portsmouth.sch.uk/senior/revision) or directly from the Learning Scientists 
(http://www.learningscientists.org). 
 
As well as this we also offer the opportunity for all pupils to purchase revision guides directly from school. 
These revision guides have not only been selected by teachers to be the most relevant and effective for their 
subject but are also available at a heavily discounted rate if pupils order through us. All year 11 pupils have 
already been given a copy of the order form (as will other KS4 year groups in September) with instructions on 
how to order revision guides. Spare copies of this letter can also be found on our revision page 
(https://mayfield.portsmouth.sch.uk/senior/revision) or at pupil services for pupils to pick up. 
  
Finally, throughout next year we will be running events for all parents who want to support their child in doing 
their very best. During these sessions we will be looking at effective revision methods, how to help your child 
remain stress free throughout their school life and how to help them prepare for ‘peak performance’. Please 
subscribe to the Mayfield Messenger for details of when these will be on. 
  
Year 11 Period 0/6 
 
Throughout year 11 we run extra revision and catch up sessions for pupils. These sessions will be run in 
subjects where there is an identified need – maybe they have missed some lessons or their teacher feels that 
with a bit of extra help that they could do even better on a topic than they are currently. These extra sessions 
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will run from 7.45-8.45 on a Monday and Friday (period 0) and from 3.00-4.00 on a Tuesday, Wednesday and 
a Thursday (period 6). 
  
Timetables that show which period 0/6 sessions pupils have, are issued at the start of each half term. Pupils 
are required to attend these sessions – they will receive a detention for any sessions they do not attend. If 
there is any issue at all with them being able to attend then please contact your child’s subject teacher to let 
them know and they will not be set a detention. 
  
If you have any questions at all regarding these extra revision sessions then please do not hesitate to contact 
Ryan Gibson, Assistant Headteacher on GibsonR@mayfield.portsmouth.sch.uk  
 
INSET Days 2018/2019 
 
During the year the school will be closed to pupils for staff training for 5 days. The dates for this academic year 
are:
 
3rd September 2018 
4th October 2018 

21st June 2019 
22nd July 2019 

23rd July 2019 

 
Staffing update 
 
Leaving us at the end of the Summer Term, we have: 
 
Mr Dane Gingell – ASL for Maths 
Mr Ryan Pierce – Maths/PE Teacher 
Mr Chris Morris – Maths/PE Teacher 
Mrs Carly Jones – Primary Teacher 
Miss Jessica East – Science Teacher 

Miss Emma Wheeler – Teaching Assistant 
Mrs Claire Turner – Lead Teacher 
Mrs Vanessa Alderton – ICT Teacher 
Mrs Sarah Johnson – Head of Victory House 
Mrs Lucy Bradshaw – Starting her maternity leave 

 
We wish them well in their new endeavours. Joining the school in September 2018 we have: 
 
Mrs Rebecca Browne – Primary Teacher 
Mrs Emma Hall – returning from maternity leave 
Mrs Nicky Cowles – returning from maternity leave 
Mrs Kerry Jonkers – Primary Teacher 
Mrs Melissa Hooper – SEND teacher 
Mrs Verity Howard – SEND teacher 
Mr Leo Morey – Maths teacher 
Mrs Karen Mortimer – Science Teacher 
Mrs Laura Turnbull – Teaching Assistant 

Miss Rachel Coles – Teaching Assistant 
Miss Lilly Driscoll – Teaching Assistant 
Mr Brian Taylor – Science Technician 
Miss Holly Seymour – Learning Support Assistant 
Mrs Alison Rowland – Learning Support Assistant 
Miss Jodie Samphier – Learning Support Assistant 
Mr Curtis Tait – Apprentice Teaching Assistant 
Mr Joshua Kirby – Apprentice Teaching Assistant 

 
Finally, I would like to thank all parents and carers for their continued support and wish you a pleasant summer 
holiday. 
 
Best wishes 

 
D Jeapes 
Headteacher 
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